Could HDTV’s answer be a ‘grand alliance'?

Blue-ribbon commitiee suggests that four systems vying for acceprance
as FCC transmission standard combine best features and work 1ogether

8y Randy Sukow

ife would be simpler for the teles

vision industry and Washington

regulators il they ¢ould have just
one all-digital HDTV  transmission
system to consider ruather than the cur.
rent tour, according to the FCC's Ad-
visoty Committee on Advanced Tele-
vision  Service.  The  advisory
cominitiee’s “'blue ridboa’’ committee
strongly suggested such a " grand alli-
anee’” duning its Washington mecting
last Wednesday (Feb. 24).

“The concept of the grand alliance
would by 1o take the best elemenis vl
the different systems and combine
them in order 10 give the advisory
committee. the FCC and the nation,
wiimately, the best possibie HDTV
system.” said Advisory Committer
Chairman Richurd Wiley, seniof part
ner, Wiley Rein & Fielding.

But some, mcluding the Nitionad
Assoctaton of Broadeusters, sind an
alliance v not necessarily the perfect
solution. The four proponents theim-
selves doubted that such an alhiance
wifl he possible, at least in the new
lerm

The blue-nihbos gummittee’s dou
sion last weegk was o approve g
mnonth's worth of additional westinyg for
each vt the tout proposed systeins il
ihe Advanced Television Test Center,
1o begin as soon oy the st center ¢an
e ready--<bBetween March 15 and
April | But the commiter sand o
would  aueept-~und  ecomimends: o
cansolidation aprecment. il it yun be
reatched hefore rewesting begins

Fhe commutee did aot rule
sty to consolidation after testng
beginy but now. Wiley suid. s the
Aost oppotane e W form anealh
aiy withoul wresling great delays
mRSTCTe Ity a-f e R ond

way expected that the  biuc-ribbon

alit

commitice would recommend one of
tne four digital systems at last week's
meeting. But anulysis of he first
tound tests found that au single sysiem
tested high enough on all lce.hmu.. and
cconomic griteria to be considered
winner or iested low enough to he
considered o clear loser,

Alter retesting of the four yysiemis,
the advisory commitiee fow expevis o
finul system to be chosen in curly
1994, 1 4 grand wliance is formed
now, 1t will take shighty longer to
complete the advisory comminge’s
work as the proponents work to fit the
pleces of the consolidated System to-
gether and then retest i,

Sceveral advisory committes jmem-
vers said their actions should rot be
seen as simple approval tor o ong-year
Jelay. Much of the waork of the next
yeut's testing will involve system re
finements the FCC would have to have
done itsel had u yystem been chosen
lust week, they said.

NAD did aot oppose the grand-alli-
ance concept during the meeting. but

Retesung schedule

Immcd:atcly after last week §
advisory commilice mecting,
the three competing consortia
drew cards to determine the order
of retesting to stan around April
t, should 2 grand alliance fail to
form: (1) DigiCipher, proposed
by General Instrument and the
Mussachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology;, (2) Advanced Digita)
| HOTV. proposed by the Ad-
vanced Television Reseacch Con-
sertium; (3) GUMIT's Channel-
Computible DigiCipher, and (4)

pmposcd by Zenith Elcetronics.
hcand ATBT -
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did register some concerns later.
the grand alhance produces a belter
systems [thun the four now proposed].
then 1 guess we'd probably be in favor
of i sdid John Abel, NAB executive
vice president. operations, an udvisory
conimittes member. But NAB feans o
mll not be detier

“There might B propongiit vl
there that wunts (o build o betier ays
ey, just as an exsmple, for cuble that
dues not transnut ay well on broadeust
¢hannels.” Abel said, although he re
fused (0 nume proponent names. §f the
four proponents gontinue K improve
their systems in competition with euch
other. NAB believes thelr incentive o
build & system solving al} problems for
alt medin will be greater,

NAB'S worries may ncver thaterial
ize. As one proponent, Donald Rums-
feld, chairman und chief exccutive of-
ficer of General Instrument, said, the
grand athance "'is going 0 be very
diffieuit to achigve. ™’

Rumsteld suggested that insiead of
u grand altiance, the blue-ribbon com:
mities opt tor 3 “current alliance’”
strategy. bused ¢n the GI-MIT/Zenith-
AT&! ugreement,

The adviyory commitice  heard
Rusnsfeld s wrguments hut did ot put
the vuerent alliance idea to a vote

Members ol ATRC==made up of
NBC, Thomson Consumer Elegtron
iex, Philips Consumer Electronices, the
David Surnott Rescarch Center and
Compression f.ahs e —complained
that Gf was unfasely putting them i
e role of *'the bud guy "

“We've become involved wih dis.
cusions with the other propencnis
within only the Last couple of weeks,

said Peter Bingham, president, Philips
L.;hor soties, Brarchif! Munor, M.
W waould very much benetic tmm i

praod allignce, and we are trying to by

very Proactive 1n our approach.
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